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synopsis
IIn the Andes, one’s hat speaks volumes about the identity of its owner- but what of the silenced voices of its makers?

the story
Celendín is a small pueblo that belongs to the region of Cajamarca, Perú- known for its elegant straw hats and determined people. The hat 

making process begins in the high jungle Amazonian plantations and filters its way through many different hands until it lands with the 

weavers. The women of Celendín have typically been the primary artisans, often laboring over a single hat for an entire week or more, while 

buyers set the market price lower and lower. This short story brings awareness to the talented women who are seeking equity for the future 

of their craft.

Context
Peruvian straw is a symbolic heirloom, which transcends the material. Traditional weavers press the weight of their heart against a block 

until a hat emerges. Villages flash their coat of arms through subtle cues atop their head, legible only to those who can interpret this 

unique dialect. 

Where did this story come from?
Where we are headed is important to note. This short documentary is a mere sliver of what we have captured since the production began 
growing real legs in 2016. “At Her Fingertips” is a sampling of the dynamism coming with the feature format- for which we are actively seeking 
finishing funds to do the project and our collaborators justice. Straw is just one of the sacred raw materials from the 20+ communities and 
landscapes that we investigated to make “Tejiendo Sombras” or “Identities of the Peruvian Hat” (feature title) visible. May this short intrigue 
you to ask more questions and anticipate some of the responses to come!    



Bio
We are a truly independent and grassroots ensemble of female filmmakers, whose determination to tell this story has been marked by 
personal initiative and sacrifice. Together we improvised to realize this international production without substantial financial sponsorship, 
knocking on many doors without appointment and building alliances along the way. 

Director/ producer/ editor
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Education:
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Field producer
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Education:
•Pontificia Universidad Católica de Chile
Bachelor in Audiovisual Direction and Social Communication 
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Audiovisual Communication Studies  
Ethnicity: Chilean
Has been doing independent video production since 2012, occupying 
the roles of Producer, Director and Editor for the following:
•2013-14 Assistant Director Researcher and Producer for “Yo no 
soy de aquí” by Maite Alberdi. Showcased at the Documentary 
Festival in Denmark. 2016 Winner at Visions du Reel Festival, 
Switzerland. 
•2013 Audiovisual Direction Assistant in Documentary Workshop 
Ramo by documentary crew Maite Alberdi and Paola Castillo
•2011-13 Production Assistant in Documentary La Once by 
Maite Alberdi



Field producer/ Editor
Lucia Sanchez Rodriguez
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Practice of Art, Honor’s Studio
•Universidad Complutense de Madrid 
Bachelor in Fine Arts 
•Music Conservatory Arturo Soria, Madrid 
Professional Degree in Piano and Composition
Ethnicity: Spanish
Works in visual arts and performance collectives such as EHT*, 
NMU and Cáscara Rota. Developed stage projects, research 
and videography:
•2017 Director and Scenographer. El Aumento with ICMAT
•2016 DP and Editor for “The designer designed by humans” by 
EstudioHerreros (Istanbul Design Biennale)
•2016 Light Design for CARNAZA (Luminaria Festival)
•2012 Directed Almacén with Caín teatro
•NMU sculpture and human documentary. cargocollective.com/nmu
“The Wire People” SF Awesome Foundation Award
•Cáscara Rota visual theatre, objects and fine arts. 



Community collaboration
We believe our responsibility as documentary filmmakers is not resigned to filming and fleeing with the footage. 
So we proposed to give back to our subject communities by facilitating mini audio-visual workshops, namely podcast 
and zine workshops. As we investigated this topic, play became an important tool to understand the world that we 
aimed to portray. 
“At Her Fingertips” integrates soundscapes from the radio workshop in Celendín. We hope our viewers savor the 
connection between the characters on screen and the community’s ongoing battle against big mining corporations.
6 volumes of Zines have also been self produced and participated in zine fests.  
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